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Summary 

The purpose of this Community Impact Assessment (CIA) is to assess the potential impacts of the Sixth 

Street Park, Arts, River and Connectivity Improvements (PARC) Project (proposed Project) related to 

aesthetics, land use and planning, population and housing, public services, utilities and service systems, 

transportation and traffic, air quality, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, and 

noise, and how those impacts may ÁÆÆÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒȟ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÒÖÉÃes, and safety in 

the Project Study Area. This CIA has been prepared in accordance with the California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) and the L.A. CEQA Thresholds Guide (City of Los Angeles, 2006). 

The CIA includes a discussion of the proposed Project, the existing setting of the Project Area, including 

census data for the Project Area and surrounding areas, and the regulatory framework with respect to 

community character, facilities and services, and safety. In addition, the CIA identifies potential 

community impacts associated with the proposed Project, and recommends Best Management Practices 

(BMP) and/or mitigation measures. 

The Sixth Street Viaduct Division of the City of Los Angeles (City) Department of Public Works (DPW), 

Bureau of Engineering (BOE), is proposing the construction of the PARC Project. The proposed Project 

includes the creation of public recreational space on approximately 13 acres in areas underneath and 

adjacent to the Sixth Street Viaduct (Viaduct), between Mateo Street to the west and the United States 

Highway 101 (U.S. 101) to the east, in the city of Los Angeles. The proposed Project will span from the 

Downtown LA Arts District over the Los Angeles River (River) to Boyle Heights. The Project Area is 

ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ρτ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÕÎÄÁÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙ ÏÆ ,ÏÓ !ÎÇÅÌÅÓȭ #ÅÎÔÒÁÌ #ÉÔÙ .ÏÒÔÈ ÁÎÄ "ÏÙÌÅ 

Heights Community Plan areas. 

Construction is expected to begin at the end of 2021 and be completed by the end of 2023. As summarized 

in the following table, the proposed Project would have the potential to result in impacts on community 

character, community facilities and services, and community safety as result of the construction and/or 

operation of the proposed public recreational space. However, best management practices and 

mitigation measures would be implemented, such that potential impacts would be less than significant 

under CEQA. The proposed Project would result in several beneficial impacts, such as providing parks 

and recreational facilities for underserved communities in primarily industrial and commercial areas. 
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Summary of Potential Impacts 

Environmental 

Resource 
Potential Impact  

Community Character  

Aesthetics 

The proposed Project would not result in a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista, 

conflict with regulations governing scenic quality, or result in new sources of substantial 

light or glare. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 

Land Use and Planning 

The proposed Project would not conflict with land use plans, policies, or regulations. In 

addition, the proposed Project would be compatible with surrounding land uses. Therefore, 

impacts would be less than significant. 

Population and 

Housing 

The proposed Project would not directly or indirectly induce substantial unplanned 

population growth. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 

Community Facilities and Services  

Public Services  

The proposed Project could affect service ratios and response times for emergency service 

providers. However, measures to address transportation impacts would be implemented. 

The proposed Project would provide additional recreation and park services that may 

alleviate the demand for other existing parks and recreational facilities in the surrounding 

communities. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 

Utilities and Service 

Systems 

The proposed Project would include construction and operational best management 

practices to promote beneficial stormwater treatment and/or capture. There are adequate 

facilities to meet the utility demands of the proposed Project. During utility installation and 

relocations, the City would coordinate with service providers to ensure that there are no 

disruptions in utility services. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 

Transportation and 

Traffic 

Construction of the proposed Project would require the use of roadways surrounding the 

construction site by vehicles and equipment, which may result in temporary impacts to the 

circulation system. Operation of the proposed Project would increase the use of the 

circulation system and parking surrounding the Project Area. However, the proposed Project 

would include implementation of and mitigation measures to reduce potential 

transportation impacts in the project area. Therefore, impacts would be less than 

significant. 

Community Safety  

Air Quality 

Construction of the proposed Project would result in a considerable increase of emissions in 

the project area. However, the proposed Project would include implementation of best 

management practices and mitigation measures to reduce potential air quality impacts to 

the project area. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.  
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Hazards and Hazardous 

Materials 

Project construction would require the removal of contaminated soils and the use of 

construction materials that would be considered hazardous. However, the transportation, 

use, and disposal of these materials would be conducted in compliance with applicable 

federal, state, and local laws pertaining to the safe handling, transport, and disposal of 

hazardous materials. Operation of the proposed Project may require the use of hazardous 

materials during operation, such as paint for the sports field(s), pesticides and fertilizers for 

the landscaping, and other materials used for maintenance of the facilities. Hazardous 

materials would be properly handled, contained, transported, and disposed of in 

compliance with applicable laws and regulations. Therefore, impacts would be less than 

significant. 

Hydrology and Water 

Quality 

With implementation of best management practices, the proposed Project would not 

pollute or contaminate surface waters or groundwaters. A public safety plan would be 

implemented to reduce the potential to harm people during flood events. Therefore, 

impacts would be less than significant with mitigation. 

Noise 

The proposed Project would result in increased levels of noise levels during construction. 

However, the proposed Project would include implementation of best management 

practices and mitigation measures to reduce potential noise impacts in the project area. 

Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.  
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Introduction 

The City of Los Angeles, Department of Public Works, Bureau of Engineering is proposing to construct 

the Sixth Street Park, Arts, River and Connectivity Improvements (PARC) Project (proposed Project). The 

proposed Project consists of the creation of public recreational space on approximately 13 acres in areas 

underneath and adjacent to the Sixth Street Viaduct. The purpose of this Community Impact Assessment 

(CIA) is to assess the potential impacts of the proposed Project related to aesthetics, air quality, hazards 

and hazardous materials, land use and planning, noise, population and housing, public services, 

recreation, transportation and traffic, and utilities and service systems, and how those impacts may affect 

the people, institutions, communities, neighborhoods, and larger social and economic systems within the 

Project Study Area. This CIA has been prepared for the proposed Project in accordance with the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and other substantive environmental laws applicable to the subjects 

addressed in this document. 

 What is a Community Impact Assessment? 

The purpose of this report is to provide information regarding community character and public safety 

effects of the proposed Project so that final project decisions will be made in the public interest. CEQA 

only requires consideration of social and economic impacts if these impacts contribute to, or are caused 

by, physical impacts on the environment. The report is intended to clearly describe the relevant existing 

conditions and the potential community impacts of the proposed Project.  

 Regulatory Setting 

 

 

CEQA requires the analysis of alternatives that avoid significant impacts; social and economic impacts 

that could result in physical changes to the environment; and cumulative impacts (California National 

Resources Agency, 2016). In addition, CEQA encourages public disclosure and participation in the 

environmental decision-making process through public hearings, public comment periods, and agency 

responses to comments. 

CEQA ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÉÓ ÏÆ Á 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔȭÓ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ to induce growth. CEQA guidelines, Section 

ρυρςφȢςɉÄɊȟ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔÓ ȰȣÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙÓ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ a project could foster 

economic or population growth, or the construction of additional housing, either directly or indirectly, 

in the ÓÕÒÒÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔȣȱ (California National Resources Agency, 2016). 

Under CEQA, growth inducement is not necessarily considered detrimental, beneficial, or 

environmentally significant. Typically, the growth-inducing potential of a project is considered 

substantial if it fosters growth or a concentration of population in excess of what is assumed in relevant 

master plans, land use plans, or in projections made by regional planning agencies.  
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Substantial growth impacts could be manifested through the provision of infrastructure or service 

capacity to accommodate growth beyond the levels currently permitted by local or regional plans and 

policies. In general, growth induced by a project is considered a significant impact if it directly or 

indirectly affects the ability of agencies to provide needed public services, or if it can be demonstrated 

that the potential growth significantly affects the environment in some other way. 

 

Assembly Bill (AB) 1385, also known as the California Complete Streets Act, was adopted by the 

#ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁ 3ÔÁÔÅ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅ ÉÎ ςππψȢ !" ρσψυ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÓ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÊÕÒÉÓÄÉÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ȰÐÌÁÎ ÆÏÒ Á ÂÁÌÁÎÃÅÄȟ 

multimodal transportation network that meets the needs of all users of streets, roads, and highways, 

defined to include motorists, pedestrians, bicyclists, children, persons with disabilities, seniors, movers 

of commercial goods, and users of public transportation, in a manner that is suitable to the rural, 

suburban oÒ ÕÒÂÁÎ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔȢȱ !" ρσυψ ÅÎÓÕÒÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÓÔÒÅÅÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÏÁÄÓ ÁÒÅ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÃÃÏÍÍÏÄÁÔÅ 

the needs of bicyclists, pedestrians, and public transit users, in addition to motorists. 

 

California Senate Bill (SB) 743, which was signed into law in 2013, requires the Office of Planning and 

Research to amend the CEQA guidelines for transportation impact analysis. Under SB 743, level of service 

(LOS) and other measures of vehicular capacity or traffic congestion will no longer serve as the basis for 

determining significant impacts for land use projects and plans. Measurements of transportation impacts 

may include vehicle miles traveled (VMT), VMT per capita, automobile trip generation rates, or 

automobile trips generated. SB 743 was enacted in order to balance the needs of congestion management 

with statewide goals of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, developing multimodal transportation 

networks, and promoting a diversity of land uses. 

 

Passed in the State of California in 1975, the Quimby Act allows governing bodies within a city or county 

to dedicate land or impose fees for park or recreational purposes as a condition for the approval of 

development projects (California Legislative Information, 2015). The goal of the Quimby Act is to require 

developers to mitigate the impacts of their proposed developments, ensuring adequate acres of open 

space for residents (three to five acres for every 1,000 residents). 

 

The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable 

Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) is a long-range plan that balances future mobility and housing needs 

with economic, environmental, and public health goals (Southern California Association of Governments, 

2018). The SCAG region is made up of Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, and 

Ventura Counties. The RTP/SCS includes input from local and tribal governments, transportation 

commissions, non-profit organizations, businesses, and local stakeholders.  

The strategies outlined in the RTP/SCS aim to help the region meet greenhouse gas emission reduction 

goals, achieve Federal Clean Air Act requirements, preserve open spaces, improve public health, enhance 
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roadway safety, and support the movement of goods and use of resources throughout the SCAG region. 

The RTP/SCS includes over 4,000 transportation projects within the SCAG region, including highway 

improvements, railroad grade separations, bicycle lanes, transit, and bridge replacements. 

The Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) quantifies the need for housing in jurisdictions within 

the SCAG region (Southern California Association of Governments, 2012). SCAG conducts the RHNA every 

eight years. The most recent assessment was completed in 2012 and covers a projection period between 

2014 and 2021. The RHNA guides communities in decisions related to land use planning, resource 

allocation, and addressing existing and future housing needs based on population, employment, and 

household growth in the SCAG region. 

 

 

4ÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ -ÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌ #ÏÄÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÏÒÙ ÆÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË ÁÎÄ ÏÒÄÉÎÁÎÃÅÓ of the City (City of Los 

Angeles, 2018b). The Municipal Code assists City offices, departments, and other governmental agencies 

in carrying out their functions, and provides ciÔÉÚÅÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ 

Chapter I of the Municipal Code governs planning, zoning, land regulations, development projects, and 

other topics pertaining to land use. The chapter includes definitions and standards for different land uses, 

and identifies the land uses that are allowed in various zoning districts. 

4ÈÅ ςπρχ ,ÏÓ !ÎÇÅÌÅÓ &ÉÒÅ #ÏÄÅ ÉÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ -ÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌ #ÏÄÅ ɉ#ÈÁÐÔÅÒ 6ȟ !ÒÔÉÃÌÅ χɊȟ ÁÎÄ 

incorporates the requirements outlined in the California Fire Code, as well as City amendments. The Fire 

Code includes, but is not limited to, requirements regarding fire safety during construction, emergency 

response, fire protection, and materials for existing and proposed buildings (City of Los Angeles, 2017a). 

Division 9 of the Fire Code provides requirements related to fire department access, and response 

distance and fire-flow requirements for different land uses. 

4ÈÅ ,ÏÓ !ÎÇÅÌÅÓ "ÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ #ÏÄÅ ÉÓ Á ÃÏÍÐÏÎÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ -ÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌ #ÏÄÅ ɉ#ÈÁÐÔÅÒ )8ȟ !ÒÔÉÃÌÅ ρɊȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ 

provides regulations for the design, construction, quality of materials, use and occupancy, location, and 

maintenance of all buildings and structures. The Building Code includes guidelines for fire-resistant 

materials and construction, as well as requirements for fire-protection systems. In addition, the Building 

Code provides safety guidelines, including requirements for exterior illumination and safeguards during 

construction. 

5ÎÄÅÒ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁȭÓ 1ÕÉÍÂÙ !ÃÔȟ /ÒÄÉÎÁÎÃÅ .ÕÍÂÅÒ ρψτυπυ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÓ ÈÏÕÓÉÎÇ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅ ÌÁÎÄ 

ÁÎÄȾÏÒ ÐÁÙ Á ȰÐÁÒË ÁÎÄ ÒÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÆÅÅȱ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ acquiring, expanding, and improving 

park and recreational facilities for residents (City of Los Angeles, 2016b). The fees or acreage of land set 

aside for park and recreation purposes varies depending on the number of dwelling units and/or the 
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number of occupants per dwelling unit. Recreational sites and facilities must also be within a specified 

radius of the proposed development. 

The Low Impact Development (LID) ordinance (Ordinance Number 181899), which became effective 

May 2012, requires development and redevelopment projects to mitigate runoff in a manner that utilizes 

natural resources to capture rainwater. The LID ordinance applies to all development and 

redevelopment projects that create, add, or replace 500 square feet or more of impervious surface area. 

The LID ordinance expands on the existing Standard Urban Mitigation Plan requirements adopted in 

2000, which only applied to projects falling under certain categories (LA Sanitation, n.d.). Under the LID 

ordinance, projects must implement LID Best Management Practices (BMP), as recommended in the 

#ÉÔÙȭÓ Development Best Management Practices Handbook (City of Los Angeles, 2011). LID BMPs include 

infiltration, capture and use, and high efficiency bio-filtration/retention system BMPs (i.e., infiltration 

trenches and basins, dry wells, underground detention chambers, permeable pavement, cisterns and rain 

tanks, flow-through planters, and vegetated bioswales). 

 

!Ó ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁȟ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ 0ÌÁÎ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÅÓ ÇÏÁÌÓȟ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ 

related to land use, circulation, housing, conservation, open space, noise, and safety (Los Angeles 

Department of City Planning, 2017c). To address goals that meet the unique needs of the City, the General 

Plan also includes elements related to health and wellness, air quality, conservation, and public facilities 

and services. The City is currently undertaking a comprehensive update to the General Plan. 

The General Plan Framework Element is a strategy for long-term growth that guides updates to the 

community plan and citywide elements, as required by California State law (Government Code Section 

65300) (City of Los Angeles, 1996). The Framework Element responds to state and federal mandates to 

plan for the future by providing goals, policies, and objectives on a variety of topics, such as land use, 

housing, urban form, open space, transportation, and infrastructure and public services. The Framework 

Element features several implementation programs, which include amendments to community plans and 

the zoning ordinance, and the establishment of development standards.  

4ÈÅ ,ÁÎÄ 5ÓÅ ÅÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ 0ÌÁÎ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 0ÌÁÎÓ ÆÏÒ 35 community plan areas 

(along with LAX and Port Plans), within Los Angeles to provide specific neighborhood-level detail, and 

provide relevant policies and implementation strategies necessary to achieve the General Plan 

objectives, needs, and wishes of each community. Community Plans guide the future development in 

neighborhoods by establishing goals and policies for land use. General land use maps were developed for 

Boyle Heights and Central City North Community Plan areas where the Project Area is located. The 

Community Plans for Boyle Heights and Central City North are currently undergoing updates. 

Boyle Heights Community Plan 

The Boyle Heights Community Plan is part of the City of Los Angeles General Plan and discusses the major 

planning land use issues and opportunities facing the community. The Boyle Heights Community Plan 
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ÁÌÓÏ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÓ Á ÆÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË ÆÏÒ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÁÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ ÌÁÎÄ ÕÓÅ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ 

programs (City of Los Angeles, 1998). The portion of the Project Area east of the LA River is located in 

the Boyle Heights community. The Boyle Heights Community Plan is currently being updated, with a draft 

released in October 2017 (Los Angeles Department of City Planning, 2017b).  

Central City North Community Plan 

The Central City North Community Plan is one of the ÐÌÁÎ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÍÐÒÉÓÅ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ ,ÁÎÄ 5ÓÅ %ÌÅÍÅÎÔ 

and includes land use policies and implementation programs for the community (City of Los Angeles, 

2000). The portion of the Project Area west of the LA River is located in the Central City North community. 

The City is currently updating the Downtown Community Plan, also known as DTLA 2040 Plan, which 

includes both the Central City North and Central City Community plan areas (Los Angeles Department of 

City Planning, n.d.)Ȣ 4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÐÏÓÅÄ $4,! ςπτπ 0ÌÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÎÄÓ ÔÏ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ $Ï×ÎÔÏ×Î ,ÏÓ !ÎÇÅÌÅÓȭ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÉÎ 

population, housing, and employment. An emphasis on transit and new zoning tools are central to the 

proposed DTLA 2040 Plan. 

4ÈÅ /ÐÅÎ 3ÐÁÃÅ %ÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ 0ÌÁÎ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÇÕÉÄÅ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ÍÁËÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ 

interested citizens regarding the identification, preservation, conservation, and acquisition of open space 

in the City (Los Angeles Department of City Planning, 1973). The Element aims to ensure that the City 

has sufficient open space to meet its recreational, environmental, health, and safety needs. In addition, 

ÔÈÅ %ÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÉÍÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÓÅÒÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÅ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÏÐÅÎ 

ÓÐÁÃÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙȢ 

The Public Recreation Plan includes policies and programs that emphasize neighborhood and 

community facilities, including recreational sites and parks (City of Los Angeles, n.d.c)Ȣ 4ÈÅ 0ÌÁÎȭÓ 

ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÒÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÁÌ ÏÆ 

ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ ÒÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÓÔ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÍÉÎÉÍÉÚÉÎÇ 

costs and environmental impacts. 

4ÈÅ (ÏÕÓÉÎÇ %ÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ 0ÌÁÎ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÓ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ ÅØÉÓÔÉÎÇ ÈÏÕÓÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ 

ÎÅÅÄÓȠ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÓ ÇÏÁÌÓȟ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÙȠ ÁÎÄ describes 

programs that the City intends to implement to meet the diverse housing needs throughout the City (Los 

Angeles Department of City Planning, 2013).  

The Housing Element includes goals, objectives, and policies for providing an adequate supply of housing, 

expanding opportunities and resources for affordable housing, and providing housing and services to 

meet the needs of the homeless or people at risk of homelessness. The Housing Element also discusses 

development trends and future growth in the City, identifying opportunities for infill development and 

redevelopment. 
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4ÈÅ 3ÁÆÅÔÙ %ÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ 0ÌÁÎ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÒÉÓËÓ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅÄ 

with natural disasters (Los Angeles Department of City Planning, 1996). The Safety Element includes 

ÇÏÁÌÓȟ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÇÕÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ %ÍÅÒÇÅÎÃÙ /ÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ /ÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 

#ÉÔÙȭÓ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÅÍÅÒÇÅÎÃÙ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇȟ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ, and mitigation, as well as response and 

recovery operations. The Safety Element includes standards related to fire protection and prevention, 

such as standards for the location and expansion of fire facilities, access to structures and clearances 

around structures, and minimum road widths. 

4ÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ -ÏÂÉÌÉÔÙ 0ÌÁÎ ςπσυ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÅÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ 0ÌÁÎ ÔÈÁÔ updates the Circulation Element and 

integrates the 2010 Bicycle Plan (Los Angeles Department of City Planning, 2016). The Mobility Plan 

implements the requirements of AB 1385 by provid ing the policy foundation for achieving a 

transportation system that balances the needs of all road users. The Mobility Plan lays the foundation for 

a network of complete streets and establishes new complete street standards that will provide safe and 

efficient transportation for pedestrians (especially for vulnerable users such as children, seniors and the 

disabled), bicyclists, transit riders, and car and truck drivers. 

 

The Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment, initiated by the 

Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation, provides an evaluation of the existing facilities 

within individual study areas to determine levels of need for additional parks (Los Angeles County 

Department of Parks and Recreation, 2016). The Needs Assessment is intended to inform planners and 

decision-makers with regards to future funding, equitable allocation, staffing and programming, and 

other needs. The latest Needs Assessment was completed in 2016. Existing park facilities throughout the 

County were inventoried, and this inventory included local parks, regional recreation parks, and regional 

open space parks. 

 

The CitÙȭÓ ÅØÉÓÔÉÎÇ :ÏÎÉÎÇ #ÏÄÅ ×ÁÓ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ ÉÎ ρωτφȢ 2ÅȡÃÏÄÅ ,! ÉÓ Á ÎÅ× ÚÏÎÉÎÇ ÃÏÄÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ 

being developed through the Re:code LA effort (Los Angeles Department of City Planning, 2014). The 

Department of City PlanÎÉÎÇ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÅÄ 2%ȡÃÏÄÅ ,! ÉÎ ςπρς ÔÏ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ 

transportation, employment, and housing demands based on changes in population size and 

demographics. The new zoning code is being implemented through community plan updates, it does not 

apply to the entire city at once. 

 

The City developed a Sustainable City pLAn (Plan) in 2015 ÁÎÄ ÁÎ ÕÐÄÁÔÅÄ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÒÅÐÏÒÔȟ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ,Ȣ!ȢȭÓ 

Green New Deal, was released in 2019 (Office of the Los Angeles Mayor, 2019). The plan consists of 47 

targets with milestones and initiatives for a cleaner environment and a stronger economy. The plan 

includes a vision for expanding tree canopy, providing greater access to parks open space, restoring the 
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LA River, and protecting biodiversity and natural areas. To help meet this vision, the plan established a 

target of ensuring the proportion of Angelenos living within 0.5 mile of a park or open space is at least 

65 percent by 2025, 75 percent by 2035, and 100 percent by 2050. In addition, the plan includes a target 

for creating 32 miles of bike paths and trails to increase public access to the LA River by 2028. 

 

The Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan (Master Plan) includes plans to construct a continuous 

river greenway, providing habitat restoration, open spaces, and pedestrian and bicycle paths along the 

Los Angeles River (City of Los Angeles, 2007a). A few segments of the path have been constructed, with 

plans to extend the trail along the entire 32-mile corridor.  The primary goals of the Master Plan are: 

¶ Establishing design, land use, and development guidelines within the River zone; 

¶ Improving water quality, water resources, and ecological functioning of the LA River; 

¶ Providing public access to the LA River; 

¶ Providing recreation, open space, and wildlife habitat; 

¶ Preserving and enhancing flood control features of the LA River; and 

¶ Increasing community awareness of the LA River. 

To achieve these goals, the Master Plan includes visions for bikeways and pedestrian paths to the LA 

River, including the Los Angeles River Bike Path Gap Closure Project to create a continuous greenway 

adjacent to the LA River. 

 

%ÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ςπȟ ςπρτȟ 3ÅÃÔÉÏÎ ρσȢρχ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ -ÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌ #ÏÄÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 

establishment of the River Improvement Overlay (RIO) District. The RIO District is a special use district 

that extends approximately 0.5 mile from the Los Angeles River (LA River) through the communities of 

Boyle Heights, Arts District, Lincoln Heights, and Chinatown East (City of Los Angeles, 2007b). The RIO 

District is intended to help the City coordinate land use development along the 32-mile corridor of the 

LA 2ÉÖÅÒ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ ÂÏÕÎÄÁÒÉÅÓȢ 7ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ 2)/ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȟ ÎÅ× ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÍÕÓÔ ÃÏÎÆÏÒÍ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 

development regulations outlined in the Municipal Code, including landscaping, screening/fencing, 

lighting, and river access requirements. 

 

The LA River Design Guidebook provides design recommendations that complement the Los Angeles 

River Revitalization Master Plan and the design guidelines associated with the RIO Overlay (City of Los 

Angeles, 2016). The Guidebook is intended for use by the communities of Boyle Heights, Arts District, 

Lincoln Heights, and Chinatown East, and incorporates the input of residents, stakeholders, and 

representatives from these communities.  

 

The City developed the Comprehensive Homeless Strategy to address homelessness over the next ten 

years as a joint effort between the City, County, and the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority 
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(LAHSA). The report provides over 60 recommendations for decision makers with regards to prioritizing 

and allocating funding, including preventive strategies, case management, and housing services. (City of 

Los Angeles, 2016a). The key areas of the report include: 

¶ No Wrong Door : Allows homeless people to access housing services through any City agency (e.g., 

Los Angeles Police Department, Los Angeles Fire Department, and the Public Library System). Each 

department will receive customized training to engage homeless people and connect them with 

services. 

¶ Coordinated Entry System: Streamlines the process for finding permanent housing with more 

targeted and cost-effective strategies. 

¶ Housing : Includes policies to streamline the planning and zoning process for permanent 

supportive housing projects, and to increase the investment and use of housing subsidies and 

vouchers. Suggests the conversion of public and private shelters into bridge and permanent 

housing options and the expansion of emergency shelters into 24-hour operations. 

¶ Assistance for the Homeless ɀ El Niño: Funding provided for inclement weather shelters and 

other costs associated with El Niño to avoid injury and loss of life. 

 

Executive Directive 16 provides City staff with the resources needed to implement the CÉÔÙȭÓ 

Comprehensive Homeless Strategy (Los Angeles Mayor, n.d.)Ȣ 4ÈÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÓ Á Ȱ.Ï 7ÒÏÎÇ 

$ÏÏÒȱ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÌÌÏ×Ó ÈÏÍÅÌÅÓÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ #ÉÔÙ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȟ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÌÅÓÓ ÏÆ ×ÈÉÃÈ #ÉÔÙ 

$ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÅÅË ÈÅÌÐ ÆÒÏÍȢ ! ÂÕÄÇÅÔ ÏÆ Αρσψ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÌÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ 

homelessness crisis, with 22% of funding dedicated to expanding services for the homeless provided by 

LAHSA. 

 

Measure H is a County measure that is expected to generate $355 million annually for services to combat 

homelessness (Los Angeles County, n.d.). Services include programs related to homelessness prevention, 

foster care and youth, health and mental illness, outreach and case management, re-entry from justice 

system, and unemployment. 

 

The Proposition HHH Permanent Supportive Housing Loan Program is a program that was developed to 

provide permanent supportive housing for homeless individuals and those at risk of homelessness 

throughout the City (Los Angeles Housing + Community Investment Department, n.d.). The program aims 

to reduce homelessness by creating safe and affordable housing units and increasing the accessibility of 

services and treatment programs. 
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 Proposed Project 

 

The Sixth Street Viaduct Division of the City of Los Angeles (City) Department of Public Works (DPW), 

Bureau of Engineering (BOE), is proposing the construction of the Sixth Street Park, Arts, River & 

Connectivity Improvements (PARC) Project. The Sixth Street PARC Project includes the creation of public 

recreational space on approximately 13 acres in areas underneath and adjacent to the upcoming Sixth 

Street Viaduct (Viaduct) in the City of Los Angeles. 

The proposed Project would be located under and adjacent to the Viaduct between Mateo Street to the 

west and the United States Highway 101 (U.S. 101) to the east, in the city of Los Angeles (Project Area) 

(see Figure 1-1, Regional Location, Figure 1-2, Project Location, and Figure 1-3, Project Area). The 

Project Area, which includes the potential area of direct and indirect impacts resulting from the proposed 

Project,  spans from the Downtown Los Angeles Arts District over the Los Angeles River (ȰRiverȱ ÏÒ Ȱ,! 

2ÉÖÅÒȱ) to the neighborhood of Boyle Heights on the east side of the River.  

The Sixth Street Viaduct was a vital connection between Downtown Los Angeles and Boyle Heights. The 

majority of the Project Area is currently a construction site for the Sixth Street Viaduct Replacement 

Project, which began in 2016. As such, the Project Area primarily consists of fencing around an area of 

exposed soil with staged construction equipment and materials. 

The Project Area is located in Council DiÓÔÒÉÃÔ ρτ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÕÎÄÁÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙ ÏÆ ,ÏÓ !ÎÇÅÌÅÓȭ #ÅÎÔÒÁÌ #ÉÔÙ 

North and Boyle Heights Community Plan areas. Land uses along the north and south sides of the Viaduct 

are predominately industrial and commercial. The nearest residence borders the northeastern edge of 

the Project Area at the intersection of South Clarence Street and Inez Street, and the eastern edge of the 

Project Area at the intersection of Boyle Avenue and Whittier Boulevard. 

Railroad corridors are adjacent to the east and west banks of the LA River within the Project Area. The 

Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority ( Metro), Southern California Regional Rail Authority 

(SCRRA), Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF), Amtrak, and Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) own and/or 

operate railroad corridors within the Project Area. The ,ÏÓ !ÎÇÅÌÅÓ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 7ÁÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ 0Ï×ÅÒȭÓ 

(LADWP) Transmission Right of Way (TLRW) is also located along the east and west banks of the River. 

The segment of the LA River within the Project Area is a trapezoidal concrete-lined channel, which serves 

as a flood control channel that receives stormwater runoff from the surrounding watershed. The River 

discharges to an estuary south of the project area in Queensway Bay, in the Long Beach Harbor. An 

existing tunnel (LA River Access Tunnel) is located under the railroad tracks west of the River. LADWP 

TLRW used this tunnel to access the River from Santa Fe Avenue. The City of Los Angeles owns and 

operates this tunnel. 

 

The proposed Project would create public recreational space on approximately 13 acres in areas 

underneath and adjacent to the Viaduct. Approximately 5.8 acres of the PARC would be directly under 

the Viaduct. The proposed Project is divided into the following sections: (1) West Park, which is located  
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in the Central City North Community Plan; (2) Arts Plaza and River Gateway, which is located in the 

Central City North Community Plan and along the west and east banks of the LA River channel; and (3) 

East Park, which is located in the Boyle Heights Community Plan (see Figure 1-4, Project Site).  

4ÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 2ÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 0ÁÒËÓ ÏÒ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÅÎÔÉÔÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÍÉÎÇ 

activities for the proposed Project. Table 1-1 provides the proposed programming activities and 

assumed traffic generators for the proposed Project. Figure 1-5, Proposed Site Plan, shows the proposed 

site plan for the proposed Project. Construction would be divided into two phases. Phase I would consist 

of constructing the General Park Elements as well as East Park, West Park, Arts Plaza and River Gateway. 

Phase II could consist of installing reinforced concrete planted terraces along the banks of the LA River. 

 

Construction within Phase I may be phased from East to West as space becomes available below the 

Viaduct. The following elements would be constructed as part of Phase I of the proposed Project: 

¶ Typical park site furnishings and amenities, which would include benches, tables, bike racks, 

bicycle rentals, kiosks, drinking fountains, safety bollards, lighting and signage, fencing, gates, trash 

receptacles/enclosures, and equipment and maintenance storage unit(s); 

¶ Pedestrian paths, bicycle paths and connections, and internal park roadways and service roads; 

¶ Park lighting;  

¶ Minor relocations of existing street lighting along Santa Fe Avenue, Mission Road, and Anderson 

Street within the Project Area;  

¶ Pedestrian street lighting on Santa Fe Avenue, Anderson Street, and South Clarence Street; 

¶ Public art sculptures (up to 30 feet high, 24 feet wide, by 11 feet long) and associated interpretive 

exhibits; 

¶ Utility connections (electrical and plumbing);  

¶ Utility relocations and undergrounding in some areas may be required; Other miscellaneous utility 

improvements such as installation of Wi-Fi, security cameras, and hookups for food trucks, 

temporary performance equipment (sound and lighting), and water; 

¶ Site soil would be remediated to standards acceptable by the Los Angeles County Fire Department 

(LaCoFD) prior to proposed Project construction. Some soil remediation activities may also be 

required during construction;   

¶ Irrigation systems and open space; 

¶ Demolition of existing urban infrastructure, such as pavement and roadways;  

¶ Connectivity improvements, which may include, but are not limited to, a pedestrian activated 

crosswalk signal on Santa Fe Avenue, a speed table at the continental crosswalk on Santa Fe 

Avenue, and speed tables with solar-powered rectangular rapid flashing beacons at South Clarence 

Street, Mission Road, and South Anderson Street;  
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Table 1-1: Programming Activities and Assumed Traffic Generators  

Event Type Location  
Approximate  

Event Capacity 

Estimated 
Annual 

Frequency  

Approximate 
Event 

Duration 
(hours)  

Time of 
day/week  

Concerts, 

performances 

Arts Plaza ς stage 

area 
1,000 

24 events: 

(2) 1000-persons 

(10) 200-persons 

(12) 50-persons 

3 
Evenings; 

Weekends 

Concerts, 

Performances, 

Events, 

Festivals 

East Park ς flex 

play and 

performance 

lawns (2) 

2,000 

(1,000 each area) 

 

 

26 events: 

(4) 500-persons 

(20) 100-persons 

(2) 1000-persons 

6 
Evenings; 

Weekends 

Soccer games  
East Park ς soccer 

fields 

100 

(50 each field) 

104 

(twice a week) 
2.5 

Evenings; 

Weekends 

Soccer 

practice 

East Park ς soccer 

fields 

50 

(25 each field) 

104 

(twice a week) 
1.0 

Evenings; 

Weekends 

Soccer 

Tournament  

East Park ς Sports 

courts, Lawns, 

and Flex Court 

(2-day Tournaments) 

Under 10 Division = 

510/day 

Under 8 Division = 

510/day 

2,040 total 

1-2 times per year 

All day 

(9:00 a.m. ς 

8:00 p.m.) 

All Day 

Volleyball, 

futsal games 

East Park ς flex 

court 
25 104 2 

Evenings; 

Weekends 

Basketball 

games 

East Park ς flex 

court 
25 104 2 

Evenings; 

Weekends 

Cafe and 

outdoor plaza 
Arts Plaza 

50 

 
Intermittent 

11 a.m. ς 

7 p.m. 

7 days/ 

week 

Concessions East Park 25 Intermittent Intermittent 
Evenings; 

Weekends 

Farmers 

Market 
Various 150 52 

4 (8 a.m. ς 

12 p.m.) 

Mornings; 

Weekends 

Large Event 
East Park ς 

Various Locations 

3,300 

(flex lawn 1 ς 1,300 

flex lawn 2 ς 1,500  

basketball court ς 500) 

1-2 times per year 

(1) 5,000-person 

event/year 

All day 

(11:00 a.m. ς 

10:00 p.m.) 

All Day 
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¶ Landscaping ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÓÔÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ 2)/ /ÒÄÉÎÁÎÃÅ ɉ/ÒÄÉÎÁÎÃÅ .ÕÍÂÅÒ ρψσρτυɊȟ 

×ÈÉÃÈ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ χυ ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÁÎÙ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȭÓ ÎÅ×ÌÙ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅÄ ÁÒÅÁ ÂÅ ÐÌÁÎÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎÙ 

combination of native trees, plants and shrubs, species defined as WatershedWise (i.e., climate 

adapted and non-invasive plants), or species listed in the Los Angeles River Master Plan 

Landscaping Guidelines and Plant Palette; 

¶ Retaining wall(s), which would be between approximately 2- and 17-feet high; and 

¶ East Building with approximately 332-square-foot concession area, 252-square-foot public 

restrooms, and 635-square-foot office space and 571-square-foot storage space for City of Los 

Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP); 

¶ Two synthetic turf soccer fields with field lighting, one for youth Under-8 players, and one for youth 

Under-10 players; 

¶ One flexible play and performance lawn and potential second flexible play and performance lawn 

with combined capacity to hold events up to approximately 2,800 people; 

¶ Adult-sized flexible sports court for basketball, futsal, and volleyball;  

¶ Salvaged bridge light poles and salvaged arch as barrier/seat wall;  

¶ Nature walk, meadow and adult fitness circuit; 

¶ Splash pad with outdoor shower; 

¶ Designated picnic and grilling areas; 

¶ Landscaped seating areas and rain gardens; 

¶ Small dog and large dog play areas; 

¶ Parking plaza with 14 dedicated spaces on-site (approximately 9 of which would be used by RAP 

staff); 

¶ CÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÐÌÁÙ ÁÒÅÁ; and 

¶ Skate park elements. 

¶ One approximately 630-square-foot café building with  outdoor plaza seating; 

¶ One approximately 172-square-foot building with  public restrooms; 
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¶ Arts Plaza performance area(s), public gathering/assembly areas with capacity up to approximately 

1,000 people; 

¶ One flexible play and performance lawn; 

¶ Adult fitness equipment; 

¶ Small dog and large dog play areas; 

¶ Landscaped seating area; 

¶ Rain garden; 

¶ Reconstruction and rehabilitation of existing pedestrian/vehicular LA River Access Tunnel entrance 

to the River (widening the tunnel opening; resurfacing the tunnel entryway, pavement, and tunnel 

floor; painting; and lighting improvements). Installation of safety features, including removable 

bollards or a gate to restrict vehicle access to the tunnel and warning devices to deter pedestrian 

access during flood events; 

¶ Space for future electric vehicle charging station and City of Los Angeles Department of 

Transportation (LADOT) mobility hub elements; 

¶ Space for secure bike parking and space for Metro bikeshare; and 

¶ Space for future landscaped garden areas. 

 

Phase II could include the installation of reinforced concrete planted terraces on up to approximately 

20,000 square feet of the west and east banks of the LA River channel (see Figure 1-6, River Channel 

Design Concept and Figure 1-7, River Channel Site Plan). Terracing would be up to approximately 10 

feet wide and located as high as possible on the west and east LA River banks, above the estimated 

ordinary high water mark. The terraces would be anchored into the existing slope liner and would not 

require excavation into the LA River channel. All landscaping would consist of species included in the Los 

!ÎÇÅÌÅÓ 2ÉÖÅÒ -ÁÓÔÅÒ 0ÌÁÎ ,ÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÉÎÇ 'ÕÉÄÅÌÉÎÅÓ ÁÎÄ 0ÌÁÎÔ 0ÁÌÅÔÔÅȟ ÃÏÎÓÉÓÔÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ 2)/ 

Ordinance (Ordinance Number 183145). Existing access to the LA River would be maintained. 

 

The proposed Project would remove approximately 2.1 acres of impervious surfaces, which includes any 

remaining asphalt or concrete pavement within the Project Site and the removal of existing roadway 

pavement and sidewalk for the street improvements. The proposed Project would result in a net increase 

of impervious surfaces due to the construction of hardscaping, sports courts, buildings, playgrounds, and 

other public amenities. When including the impervious surface area from the upcoming Viaduct 

overhead, the net increase in impervious surfaces as a result of the proposed Project would be 

approximately 1.4 acres. With implementation of the proposed Project, the Project Site would consist of 

approximately 8.9 acres (71%) of impervious surfaces (including the Viaduct overhead) and up to 

approximately 4.1 acres (29%) of pervious surfaces. 
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Figure 1-6: River Channel Design Concept 
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The proposed operation hours of the PARC would be between 5:00 a.m. and 10:30 p.m. in accordance 

with Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 63.44.  Recreational lighting would largely be limited to the 

proposed operation ÈÏÕÒÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÓÔÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ -ÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌ #ÏÄÅ and RIO Ordinance 

(Ordinance Number 183145). There would be higher light levels around the sports fields to help 

transition from the brighter fields to the typical paths. Lighting for security would be installed throughout 

the PARC to protect people and property, and illuminated in accordance with the Illuminating 

Engineering Society (IES) standards, IES RP-33-14 Lighting for Exterior Environments ÁÎÄ )%3 'ȤρȤπσ 

Security Lighting for People, Property and Public Spaces, as updated by IES G-1-16 Guide for Security 

Lighting for People, Property and Critical Infrastructure. Luminaires with shielded optics would be used, 

and the PARC would be designed to infill lighting in areas where architectural and bridge elements could 

impede the flow of light.  

 

No right-of-way (ROW) or temporary construction easements would be required and no displacements 

or relocations would result fÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÐÏÓÅÄ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔȢ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ Á ÔÅÍÐÏÒÁÒÙ Ȱ0ÅÒÍÉÔ ÔÏ %ÎÔÅÒȱ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ 

required from property owners at the boundaries of the Project Site that border adjacent private 

properties. In these areas, the contractor may need to enter private properties in order to complete 

construction work within the Project Site. 

 

The proposed Project would include two construction phases. Construction of Phase I would begin at or 

near the completion of the Viaduct Replacement Project. The Viaduct construction is expected to be 

completed by the end of 2021, but is subject to change. The duration of construction for Phase I is 

expected to last approximately two years. Assuming Phase I construction starts at the end of 2021, 

construction is anticipated to be completed by the end of 2023. 

Phase II elements would be constructed independently of Phase I elements. The duration of Phase II is 

assumed to be 6 months. Construction may proceed concurrently with Phase I or may occur after Phase 

I. The timing of construction depends on a number of variables, such as availability of funding for design 

and construction, as well as review and approval of LA River modifications from the United States Army 

Corps of Engineers. For purposes of this environmental review, Phase I and II construction activities are 

assumed to overlap, with Phase I from 2021ɀ2023 and Phase II in 2022. 

 

Under the No Project Alternative, the area of the approximately 13-acre Project Site would remain as 

vacant land and an industrial and freight corridor. The land is comprised of a combination of City, State, 

and California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) right -of-way, which could potentially be used as 

a storage area. Under the No Project Alternative, no public park amenities would be constructed and no 

landscaping, lighting, or pedestrian improvements would be made. No improvements to the LA River 

channel, including terracing and landscaping, would be made. 
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The proposed Project has the following objectives: 

¶ Serve the open space and recreational needs of surrounding communities;  

¶ Connect and improve neighborhoods;  

¶ )ÎÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÅ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ ÄÅÓÉÇÎ ÃÏÎÓÉÓÔÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÏÁÌÓȠ  

¶ Encourage active modes of transportation and public transit; 

¶ Promote beneficial stormwater treatment and/or capture; and 

¶ Provide safe pedestrian and bicycle access to the LA River.  

 Assessment Process and Methodology Used 

 

The primary geographic areas that are considered in the analysis of this CIA include the following: 

¶ Project Site: The approximately 13-acre footprint of the proposed Project that includes the areas of 

the proposed West Park, Arts Plaza and River Gateway, East Park, and roadway improvements (see 

Figure  1-4, Project Site). 

¶ Project Area : The area of direct and indirect impacts resulting from construction and operation of 

the proposed Project (see Figure 1-3, Project Area). 

¶ Project Study Area : The area that includes the Project Area and a surrounding half-mile buffer (see 

Figure 1-8, Project Study Area). 

¶ Community Plan Area s: The area included in the Central City North and Boyle Heights Community 

Plan Areas (see Figure 1-9, Community Plan Areas). 

¶ Block Groups : The 14 block groups that overlap with or are in proximity to the Project Area, as 

defined by the United States (U.S.) Census Bureau, are listed in Table 1-2 (see Figure 1-10, Block 

Groups).  

 

Demographic data for the Project Area, City, and County were obtained from the United States Census 

Bureau. Datasets from the 2013-2017 American Community Survey (ACS) 5-Year Estimates were used 

(United States Census Bureau, 2018). The ACS is a mandatory, ongoing statistical survey that samples a 

small percentage of the population every year to provide estimates on various community 

characteristics. The 5-Year Estimates include data collected over a 5-year period to provide the most 

reliable estimates for a community. When available, demographic data was also collected from the 2000 

and 2010 United Status Censuses. The United States Census is updated every ten years, with the 2010 

Census being the most recent. 
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Demographic data was obtained for the City and County, as well as block groups, which are sub-

components of census tracts. The census tracts and block groups that overlap with or are in proximity to 

the Project Area listed in Table 1-2 (see Figure 1-10, Block Groups). Two block groups are in the Central 

City North Community Plan area and 12 block groups are in Boyle Heights Community Plan area.  

Table 1-2: Census Tracts and Block Groups 

Census Tract Block Groups Within Census Tract  

Central City North  Community Plan  

Census Tract 2060.31 
Block Group 1 

Block Group 2 

Boyle Heights  Community Plan  

Census Tract 2035.00 
Block Group 1 

Block Group 3 

Census Tract 2044.10 
Block Group 1 

Block Group 2 

Census Tract 2044.20 
Block Group 1 

Block Group 2 

Census Tract 2046 
Block Group 1 

Block Group 2 

Census Tract 2060.32 

Block Group 1 

Block Group 2 

Block Group 3 

Census Tract 2060.50 Block Group 1 

Source: (United States Census Bureau, 2018) 

 

  









Los Angeles Bureau of Engineering Table of Contents 
 

Sixth Street PARC Project June 2019 
Community Impact Assessment 11 

 Community Involvement 

 

 

Over 3,000 neighbors, stakeholders, and interested parties who live or work within a 1,500-foot radius 

were contacted regarding the proposed Project. The mailing list included many community organizations 

in proximity to the Project Study Area, which include but are not limited to: 

¶ Business improvement districts; 

¶ Community and neighborhood councils; 

¶ Arts and cultural centers; 

¶ Retirement communities; 

¶ Youth education centers; 

¶ Housing development and community services organizations; 

¶ Organizations supporting the homeless, low-income families, minorities, and other people of need; 

and 

¶ Natural and historic preservation groups. 

 

Table 1-3 includes a list of responsible agencies that were contacted regarding the proposed Project. 

Other public agencies in proximity to the Project Area were also contacted. 

Table 1-3: Responsible Agencies 

Responsible Agency Anticipated Permits , Approvals , and Related Issues 

Federal  

United States Army Corps of Engineers 

(USACE) 

Rivers and Harbors Act Section 408 Permit, includes National 

Environmental Quality Act (NEPA) approval  

Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 404 Permit 

Federal Railroad Administration Any applicable permits 

Federal Transit Administration Any applicable permits 

State 

Department of Toxic Substances Control Any applicable permits 

California Department of Fish & Wildlife Section 1602 Streambed Alteration Agreement 

California State Historic Preservation Office Section 106 consultation 







http://www.sixthstreetviaduct.org/parcoutreach


http://www.sixthstreetviaduct.org/parcoutreach




























































https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fashion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metro_Rail_(Los_Angeles_County)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Department_stores
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Movie_palaces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Financial_District,_Los_Angeles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles_City_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adaptive_reuse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_ordinance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loft_apartment





































































































































































































